
 John Kanakanaka       Wolverhampton Ukulele Band 2022 
 
 
 
I [C] thought I heard the [F] Old Man [C] say, John Kanakanaka [G7] tulai-[C]ay 
Today, today is a [F] holi-[C]day, John Kanakanaka [G7] tulai-[C]ay 
[C/] Tulai-ay, ooooh [F/] tulai-[C/]ay, John Kanakanaka [G7] tulai-[C]ay 
 
I [C] thought I heard the [F] bosun [C] say, John Kanakanaka [G7] tulai-[C]ay 
There’s work tomorrow but [F] not to-[C]day, John Kanakanaka [G7] tulai-[C]ay 
[C/] Tulai-ay, ooooh [F/] tulai-[C/]ay, John Kanakanaka [G7] tulai-[C]ay 
 
The bosun says ‘Be-[F]fore I’m [C] through, John Kanakanaka [G7] tulai-[C]ay 
You’ll curse your mother for [F] having [C]you’, John Kanakanaka [G7] tulai-[C]ay 

[C/] Tulai-ay, ooooh [F/] tulai-[C/]ay, John Kanakanaka [G7] tulai-[C]ay 
 
There’s rotten meat and [F] weevily [C]bread, John Kanakanaka [G7] tulai-[C]ay 

Two months out you’ll [F] wish you’re [C] dead, John Kanakanaka [G7] tulai-[C]ay 

[C/] Tulai-ay, ooooh [F/] tulai-[C/]ay,, John Kanakanaka [G7] tulai-[C]ay 
 
She would not steer ‘n she [F]would not [C]stay,John Kanakanaka [G7]tulai-[C]ay 

She shipped the water both [F]night and [C]day, John Kanakanaka [G7]tulai-[C]ay 

[C/] Tulai-ay, ooooh [F/] tulai-[C/]ay, John Kanakanaka [G7] tulai-[C]ay 
 
We’re all Liverpool [F] born and [C] bred, John Kanakanaka [G7] tulai-[C]ay 
Strong in the arm but [F] thick in the [C] head, John Kanakanaka [G7]tulai-[C]ay 
[C/] Tulai-ay, ooooh [F/] tulai-[C/]ay, John Kanakanaka [G7] tulai-[C]ay 
 
We’re bound away for [F] ‘Frisco [C] Bay, John Kanakanaka [G7] tulai-[C]ay 
We’re bound away at the [F] break of [C] day, John Kanakanaka [G7] tulai-[C]ay 
[C/] Tulai-ay, ooooh [F/] tulai-[C/]ay, John Kanakanaka [G7] tulai-[C]ay 
 
My dear old mum she [F] wrote to [C] me, John Kanakanaka [G7] tulai-[C]ay 
Oh son, my son come [F] home from [C] sea, John Kanakanaka [G7] tulai-[C]ay 
[C/] Tulai-ay, ooooh [F/] tulai-[C/]ay,, John Kanakanaka [G7] tulai-[C]ay 
 
Oh, haul away, Oh [F] haul a-[C]way, John Kanakanaka [G7] tulai-[C]ay 
Oh, haul away and [F] make your [C] pay, John Kanakanaka [G7] tulai-[C]ay 
[C/] Tulai-ay, ooooh [F/] tulai-[C/]ay, John Kanakanaka [G7] tulai-[C]ay 
 
It’s one more pull and [F] that will [C] do, John Kanakanaka [G7] tulai-[C]ay 
Oh we’re the bullies to [F] pull her [C]through, John Kanakanaka [G7]tulai-[C]ay 
[C/] Tulai-ay, ooooh [F/] tulai-[C/]ay, (SLOWLY) [C] Tulai-ay, oh [F] tulai-[C]ay, 
John Kanakanaka [G7] tulai-[C]ay 
Ack: Bridgnorth Ukulele Band 2016 
 
 
 
 


